
           NATIONAL MEDAL OF ARTS | NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK  
 
 

For media inquiries and updates on this story:  

Contact Nicole Tomasofsky at ntomasofsky@jacobspillow.org. 

 

Jacob’s Pillow Statement as of 1pmEST, Tuesday, November 17th: 

 

This morning there was a fire on the Jacob's Pillow campus in Becket, MA. Firefighters arrived 

around 7am and as of noon, are still on campus. Below is a quote from Becket select board vice 

chair Michael Lavery, as reported by WAMC. 

 

The fire was contained to the Doris Duke Theatre and did not spread to any of the other 

buildings on the Jacob’s Pillow grounds; the entire theater is lost. No one was injured in the 

incident. A cause has not yet been determined. Jacob's Pillow Staff are working closely with 

local officials on next steps.  

 

The Pillow’s campus has been quiet since March, when its summer dance festival was cancelled 

due COVID-19. The organization has recently opened up studio and housing spaces to a small 

number of artists this fall for COVID-compliant Pillow Lab residencies.  

 

The Doris Duke Theatre opened in 1990, the second of the organization’s two indoor theatres 

on its 220-acre campus. For 30 years, thousands of dance artists, arts professionals, and 

audiences have created and experienced beautiful, transformational art in Doris Duke Theatre.  

 

“While we have lost some precious, irreplaceable items, those experiences and memories will 

last forever. We are heartbroken and we are relieved that no one was hurt. On behalf of 

everyone at the Pillow, we are grateful for the firefighters and officials who have responded so 

quickly to this devastating emergency on our grounds. We are grateful for the outpouring of 

support from around the world we have already received. We will rebuild,” says Pamela Tatge, 

Jacob’s Pillow Artistic & Executive Director.  

 

“The Becket fire department was first on scene," Becket select board vice chair Michael Lavery 

told WAMC. "The fire was a six alarm fire and six towns including Monterey were involved. I 

believe the fire was put out shortly before 9 a.m. but it was a total loss of the one building.”  
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For media inquiries and updates on this story, please contact Nicole Tomasofsky at 

ntomasofsky@jacobspillow.org. 

 

ABOUT JACOB’S PILLOW:  
Jacob’s Pillow, founded by Ted Shawn in 1933 on the traditional lands of the Agawam, the Nipmuc, the 
Pocumtuc, and the Mohican, is a National Historic Landmark, recipient of the National Medal of Arts, 
and home to America's longest-running international dance festival, currently in the midst of its 
transition to becoming a year-round center for dance through a five-year strategic plan titled Vision ‘22. 
Each Festival includes more than 50 national and international dance companies and over 500 free and 
ticketed performances, talks, tours, classes, exhibits, events, and community programs. The School at 
Jacob’s Pillow, one of the field’s most prestigious professional dance training centers, encompasses the 
diverse disciplines of Contemporary Ballet, Contemporary, Tap, Musical Theatre Dance, Photography, 
Choreography, and an annual rotating program (Street & Club Dances in 2020). The Pillow also provides 
professional advancement opportunities across disciplines of arts administration, design, video, and 
production through seasonal internships and a year-round Administrative Fellows program. With 
growing community engagement programs, the Pillow serves as a partner and active citizen in its local 
community. The Pillow’s extensive Archives, open year-round to the public and online at 
danceinteractive.jacobspillow.org, chronicle more than a century of dance in photographs, programs, 
books, costumes, audiotapes, and videos. Notable artists who have created or premiered dances at the 
Pillow include choreographers Antony Tudor, Agnes de Mille, Alvin Ailey, Donald McKayle, Kevin 
McKenzie, Twyla Tharp, Ralph Lemon, Susan Marshall, Trisha Brown, Ronald K. Brown, Wally Cardona, 
Andrea Miller, and Trey McIntyre; performed by artists such as Mikhail Baryshnikov, Carmen de 
Lavallade, Mark Morris, Dame Margot Fonteyn, Edward Villella, Rasta Thomas, and hundreds of others. 
On March 2, 2011, President Barack Obama honored Jacob’s Pillow with a National Medal of Arts, the 
highest arts award given by the United States Government, making the Pillow the first dance presenting 
organization to receive this prestigious award. The Pillow’s Director since 2016 is Pamela Tatge. For 
more information, visit www.jacobspillow.org. 
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